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Consultation and next steps

This document is a non-technical summary of an Environment Report, which describes a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) for the draft Firth of Clyde Marine Spatial Plan.

The draft Environment Report will be submitted to the Consultation Authorities (SNH, SEPA and Historic
Scotland) and opened to public consultation, alongside the draft Firth of Clyde Marine Spatial Plan, on 31
March 2009.   

Both documents will be available at: www.clydeforum.org/SSMEI  

UK Online offers free or low-cost access to the internet in over 6,000 centres through out the UK.  Call
0800 77 1234 to find out your nearest centre.  If you are unable to access documents via the internet,
please write to the address below or telephone 0141 951 0869.

Written comments on either or both documents, and on the contribution of the SEA process to the
development of the draft Plan, are invited by 26 June 2009. 

Comments should be submitted:  By Internet: Complete the on-line form at: www.clydeforum.org/SSMEI

By Email to: SSMEI@ClydeForum.org

By Post to: SSMEI Clyde Pilot
Caspian House
Mariner Court
Clydebank Business Park
Clydebank
G81 2NR

Please note that verbal comments cannot be accepted. 

Future key milestones in the development of the Plan and associated SEA are shown below.

M ILESTONE ANTICIPATED DATE / 

TIM E PERIOD

Launch of the draft Plan and publication of draft SEA Environment Report 31 March 2009

Consultation period 31 March - 26 June 2009

Consideration of comments received July & August 2009

Publication of revised draft Plan and Environment Report December 2009

Adoption of the Plan and publication of SEA post-adoption statement 2010



Topics covered in the SEA:

• Biodiversity, flora and fauna: protected sites and associated species, seabed and intertidal habitats and species,
mobile and migratory species (e.g. seabirds, fish, basking sharks) 

• Health, communities and heritage:  viability and health of coastal communities around the Firth, maritime heritage
including historic features and cultural traditions.

• Water and substrate quality: chemical, bacteriological, nutrient and ecological status of the water column; physical
status of seabed substrates 

• Amenity: landscape/seascape including designated sites and overall visual quality; marine and beach litter; tranquillity

• Material assets: use of infrastructure such as ports, harbours, and slipways

• Climatic factors: CO2 emissions and coastal flooding

All assessments were qualitative in nature and focused on the potential signi f icant effects (positive or negative) of
the preliminary draft policies relative to the situation if no Plan were developed (the status quo) .  Hence, the
assessments were of the potent ial addi t ive environmental ef fec ts of implement ing these draf t  policies and not of 
the overall effects of particular sectors or activities.  

Policies not anticipated to exert any significant effect(s) as against the status quo

Policies anticipated to exert significant positive effect(s) of high magnitude and/or duration

Policies anticipated to exert significant positive effect(s) of limited magnitude and/or duration

Policies may exert positive effects, but extent and significance uncertain

Policies anticipated to exert mixed positive and negative effect(s)

Policies may exert negative effects, but extent and significance uncertain

Policies anticipated to exert significant negative effect(s) of limited magnitude and/or duration

Policies anticipated to exert significant negative effect(s) of high magnitude and/or duration

Significant effect(s) of policies uncertain or unpredictable

Key to summary assessment tables:

The assessments for each sector and crosscutting theme are summarised in tables, which are colour coded as
indicated below.  The colours indicate the overall direction and strength of the predicted effects of the policies
considered on each SEA topic.



Non-technical summary

Purpose of strategic environmental
assessment (SEA)

Strategic Environmental Assessment(SEA) is a
process intended to ensure that the possible
environmental effects of public plans, programmes
and strategies are fully considered and taken
account of in the course of their development.  
SEA is a legal requirement with respect to “certain
plans and programmes” for member states of the
European Union.  In Scotland, this legal requirement
is enacted through the Environmental Assessment
(Scotland) Act 2005 (“the Act”).  The Plan has
been subject to SEA under section 5.3 of the Act.

The principle of SEA is that if aspects of the
environment, such as plants and animals, water
quality, historic features, and human health, are
considered whilst a plan is being prepared, then it
can be modified to avoid or limit harmful effects and
to promote or increase positive effects.  SEA also
promotes transparency in the development of plans
through the involvement of key stakeholders.  This
includes public consultation on outputs, such as the
Environment Report summarised here.

Firth of Clyde marine spatial plan

The Plan is a product of the Scottish Sustainable
Marine Environment Initiative (SSMEI) Clyde 
Pilot project.  The SSMEI was initiated by the
Scottish Government to inform future policy with
respect to management of Scotland’s marine and
coastal waters.  

The Clyde Pilot is one of four SSMEI pilot projects.
It aims to deliver integrated and sustainable
management of the marine and coastal areas of the
Firth of Clyde through an effective stakeholder-
regulator partnership.  A key objective is the
development and implementation of a voluntary
Marine Spatial Plan for natural resource use,

Figure A
Area covered by Firth of Clyde Marine Spatial Plan
Based upon Ordnance Survey Data with the permission of the
Controller of HMSO (GD03135G0005)

This non-technical summary sets out the purpose, methods and findings of a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA), which has informed the development of a draft Firth of
Clyde Marine Spatial Plan (“the Plan”).  The summary can be read on its own or as part of
the full SEA Environment Report, which can be found, along with the Plan, at
www.clydeforum.org/SSMEI

development control, and management of the
marine and coastal areas of the Firth of Clyde
(Figure A). 

The Plan is intended to deliver the SSMEI ideals of
ecosystem based management and sustainable
development.  The Plan is a framework, based on
the aspirations of stakeholders and regulators
within the Clyde, which sets out how an agreed
vision can be achieved.  Its purpose is to guide the
sustainable development of activities by both the
public and private sectors within the Firth of Clyde.

Based upon Ordanance Survey Data with the permission 
of the Controller of HMSO (GD03135G0005) and Seazone Hydrospatial 
Data (022007.002-SEPA)
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Abbreviations and Acronyms

Glossary 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 
IM S Indicative Mariculture Strategy
RFS Responsible Fishing Scheme
SEA Strategic Environmental Assessment
SEPA Scottish Environment Protection Agency
SNH Scottish Natural Heritage
SSM EI Scottish Sustainable Marine Environment Initiative
SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest

Alien Species: a species that has been transported by human
activity, intentionally or accidentally, into a region where it does
not occur naturally.
Amenity: the physical and social features of settlements and
countryside that contribute to creating a comfortable and
desirable living environment.
Appropriate Assessment: test of whether a plan or project
is likely to have significant negative impacts on Natura sites.
Aquaculture: the farming of freshwater and saltwater
organisms including fish, molluscs (e.g. scallops), crustaceans
(e.g. crabs) and aquatic plants.
Ballast Water: water carried in unladen ships to provide
stability.  
Biodiversity: the variety (within and between species) of
living things from all sources (terrestrial, marine, aquatic).
Capital Dredging: excavation of the seabed, generally for
construction or navigational purposes, in an area or down to a
level (relative to Ordnance Datum) not previously dredged
during the preceding 10 years.
Carrying Capacity: the capacity of a location or system to
cope with a particular use, activity or species population without
being fundamentally altered.
Cumulative Effects ( in context of this SEA): the
combined environmental effects of different elements of the
Plan, including additive, synergistic or secondary effects.
Ecosystem Approach or Ecosystem Based
Management: the integrated management of multiple human
activities based on knowledge of ecosystem dynamics to
achieve sustainable use of ecosystem resources and
maintenance of ecosystem integrity. 
Environmental Impact Assessment: a detailed
assessment of a particular development and its impact upon the
environment of the surrounding area.
Environment Report: report describing a Strategic
Environmental Assessment
Fauna and Flora: animals and plants
Geomorphology: the study of landforms (in this case the
coastline), including their origin and evolution, and the
processes that shape them.
Habitat: the environment in which a species lives at any stage
in its life cycle.
Intertidal: the area of coast between the mean high water
level and the mean low water level.
Land Claim: the process of creating dry land, for agriculture
or development, from marine, usually intertidal, areas.  
Mariculture: aquaculture practised in marine environments.

Marine Renewables: wave and tidal power technologies.
Marine Spatial Planning: strategic, forward-looking
planning for regulating, managing and protecting the marine
environment.
Mitigation: measures to avoid, reduce or offset predicted
adverse environmental implications.
Modal shift: a change in the proportion of journeys using
different modes of transport.
Natura Site: sites that represent areas of the highest value for
natural habitats and species of plants and animals that are rare,
endangered or vulnerable in the European Community 
Precautionary Approach: the adoption of precautionary
measures with respect to an activity that raises threats of harm
to human health or the environment even if some cause and
effect relationships are not fully established scientifically
Pressure-sensitivity Measure or Indicator: a measure
that indicates the sensitivity of an environmental feature (e.g. a
habitat, species or group of species) to environmental stresses
or pressures arising from human activities or natural processes.
Seabed Morphology: the form of the seabed, which is
determined by underlying geomorphology and the nature and
depth of overlying sediments.  
Seascape: the coastal landscape and adjoining areas of open
water, including views from land to sea, from sea to land and
along the coastline 
Site of Special Scientific Interest: areas of special interest
by reason of their flora, fauna, geological or physiographical
features which have been notified under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act, 1981.
Status Quo: the current situation or set of conditions
Strategic Environmental Assessment: the process of
assessing policies, plans and programmes (rather than individual
projects) for their environmental impacts.
Subtidal: seabed area from the low tide line to the seaward
edge of the continental slope.
Sustainable Development: development that meets today’s
needs without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs.
Water Framework Directive: EC Directive which requires
member states to achieve good ecological status of surface
waters, including transitional and coastal water bodies.
Wireweed: fast growing seaweed (Sargassum muticum) 
that competes with native species such as seagrasses and 
is considered a nuisance in harbours, beaches and 
shallow waters.
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