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Consultation and next steps

Thisdocumenis a non-technicasummarnyf an EnvionmentReportwhichdescribesa Stategic
EnvionmentalAssessmentSEA) for the draft Firthof Clyde MarineSpatiaPlan.

The draft EnvionmentReportwill be submittedo the ConsultatioduthoritiefSNH, SEPA and Historic
Scotland)and openedto publicconsultationalongsidethe draft Firthof Clyde MarineSpatiaPlanon 31
March 2009.

Bothdocumentswill be availablet: www.clygleforum.og/ SSMEl

UK Onlineoffersfree or low-costaccesso the internetin over 6,000centes throughout the UK. Call
0800 77 1234 to find out yourneaestcente. If youare unableto accessdocumentssiathe internet,
pleasewriteto the addessbelowor telephoned141 951 0869.

Witten commenton eitheror both documentsand on the contributiorof the SEA processto the
dewelopmenbf the draft Planare invitedby 26 June2009.

Commentshouldbe submitted: By Internet: Completethe on-lineformat: www.clyleorum.og/ SSME
By Email to: SSME@ClgeForum.og

By Post to: SSME Clyde Pilot
CaspiarHouse
MarinerCourt
ClhydebankBusinesd ark
Chydebank
G812NR

Pleasenotethatverbalcommentcannotbe accepted.

Future keymilestonesn the developmenif the Planand associatedSEA are shownbelow.

MILESTONE ANTICIPATED DATE/
TIM E PERIOD

Launchof the draft Planand publicatiorof draft SEA EnvionmentReport 31 March 2009

Consultatioperiod 31 March - 26 June2009

Consideationof commentseceied July& August2009

Publicatiorof reviseddraft Planand EnvionmentReport Decembe009

Adoptionof the Planand publicatiorof SEA post-adoptiorstatement 2010




Topics covered in the SEA:

e Biodiersity flora andfauna:protectedsitesandassociategpeciesseabedandintertidahabitatsand species,
mobileand migatoryspeciede.g.seabids, fish,baskingsharks)

e Healthcommunitiesind heritage: viabilityand healthof coastacommunitiesroundthe Firth,maritimeheritage
includinghistoricfeatues and cultual traditions.

e \\ater and substate quality:chemicalpacteriologicahutrientand ecologicaktatusof the watercolumn;physical
statusof seabedsubstates

e Amenity: landscape/seascape including designated sites and overall visual quality; marine and beach litter; tranquillity

e Materialassetsuseof infastructue suchas ports,harboursandslipways

e Climatidactors:CO2 emissionsnd coastalflooding

Key to summary assessment tables:

The assessmentfor eachsectorand crosscuttinghemeare summarisedh tableswhichare colourcodedas
indicatedbelow. The coloursindicatethe owerall directionand strengthof the predictedefiects of the policies
consideed on eachSEA topic.
Policiesnot anticipatedo exertanysignificanefiect(s) asagainsthe statusquo
Policiesanticipatedo exertsignificanpositie efect(s) of highmagnitudeand/orduration
Policiesanticipatedo exertsignificanpositie efect(s) of limitedmagnitudeand/orduration
Policiesmayexertpositie efiects,but extentand significanceincertain

Policiesanticipatedo exertmixedpositie and negatie efiect(s)

Policiesanticipatedo exertsignificanhegatie eflect(s) of limitedmagnitudeand/orduration

Policiesanticipatedo exertsignificannegatie efiect(s) of highmagnitudeand/orduration

Significanefiect(s) of policiesuncertairor unpredictable

All assessments were qualitative in nature and focused on the potential significant effects (positive or negative) of
the preliminary draft policies relative to the situation if no Plan were developed (the status quo). Hence, the
assessments were of the potential additive environmental effects of implementing these draft policies and not of
the overall effects of particular sectors or activities.




Non-technical summary

This non-technical summary sets out the purpose, methods and findings of a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA), which has informed the development of a draft Frth of
Clyde Marine Spatial Plan (“the Plan”). The summary can be read on its own or as part of
the full SEA Environment Report, which can be found, along with the Plan, at

www.clydeforum.org/ SSME

Purpose of strategic environmental
assessment (SEA)

StiategicEnvionmentaAssessmen{SEA) is a
processintendedto ensue thatthe possible
envionmentakfiectsof publicplans programmes
andstrategiesare fullyconsideed andtaken
accountof in the courseof theirdewelopment.
SEA s a legalrequiementwith respectto “certain
plansand programmes’for memberstatesof the
EuppeanUnion. In Scotlandthislegalrequiement
is enactedthroughthe EnvionmentaAssessment
(Scotland)Act 2005 (“the Act”). The Planhas
beensubjectto SEA undersection5.3 of the Act.

The principleof SEAis thatif aspectsof the
envionmentsuchasplantsandanimalsyater
quality historicfeatues,and humanhealth,are
consideed whilsta planis beingprepaked, thenit
canbe modifiedto awid or limitharmfulefectsand
to promoteor increasepositie efiects. SEA also
promotestranspaency in the developmenbf plans
throughthe inohvementof key stakeholdersThis
includespublicconsultatioron outputs,suchasthe
EnvionmentReportsummarisetiere.

Firth of Clyde marine spatial plan

The Planis a productof the ScottishSustainable
MarineEnvionmentinitiatie (SSMEI) Clyde
Pilotproject. The SSME! wasinitiatedby the
ScottishGoernmentto informfuture policy with
respectto managemendf Scotland’snarineand
coastalwaters.

The Clyde Pilotis one of four SSME pilotprojects.
It aimsto deliver integatedand sustainable
managementf the marineand coastakreasof the
Firthof Clyde throughan efectiwe stakeholder-
regulatorpartnership.A keyobjectie is the
dewelopmentandimplementatioof a voluntary
MarineSpatiaPlanfor natual resouce use,

deelopmentontol,andmanagementf the
marineand coastalreasof the Firthof Clyde
(Figue A).

The Planis intendedto deliver the SSME idealsof
ecosystenbasedmanagemerdnd sustainable
dewelopment.The Planis a frameworkpasedon
the aspiationsof stakeholderandregulators
withinthe Clyde, whichsetsouthowan agreed
visioncanbe achieed. Its purposeisto guidethe
sustainablelevelopmenbf activitiedy boththe
publicand privatesectorswithinthe Firthof Clyde.
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Area covered by Firth of Clyde Marine Spatial Plan
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Abbreviations and Acronyms

EIA EnvionmentalmpactAssessment

IMS Indicatie Maricultue Stiategy

RFS Responsibl&ishingScheme

SEA StiategicEnvionmentalAssessment

SEPA ScottishEnvionmentProtectionAgencgy

SNH ScottishNatual Heritage

SSMEI ScottishSustainabl®arineEnvionmentlnitiatie
SSSI Siteof SpeciaScientifidntelest

Glossary

Alien Species: a specieghathasbeentransportedby human
activityintentionallyr accidentallyinto a regionwhete it does
notoccurnatually

Amenity: the physicabndsocialfeatues of settlementsnd
countrysidehatcontributeto creatinga combrtableand
desiablelivingenvionment.

Appropriate Assessment: testof whethera planor project
is likelyto hae significanthegatie impactson Natue sites.
Aquaculture: the farmingof freshwaterand saltwater
organismdncludingfish,molluscqe.g.scallops)crustaceans
(e.g.crabs)andaquaticplants.

Ballast Water: watercarriedin unladenshipsto provide
stability

Biodiversity: the variety(withinand betweenspecies)of
livingthingsfrom all souces (terrestrialmarine aquatic).
Capital Dredging: excavatiorf the seabedgeneallyfor
constructioror navigationgburposesijn anareaor downto a
lewel (relatie to OdnanceDatum)not previouslhydredged
duringthe precedingl0 years.

Carrying Capacity: the capacityof a locationor systento
copewith a particulause,activityor speciespopulatiorwithout
beingfundamentallglteed.

Cumulative Effects (in context of this SEA): the
combinedenvionmentakfiectsof difierent elementf the
Planjncludingadditie, synegisticor secondanefiects.
Ecosystem Approach or Ecosystem Based
Management: the integatedmanagementf multiplehuman
activitiedasedon knowledgeof ecosystendynamicgo
achiee sustainableise of ecosystemmesoucesand
maintenancef ecosystenintegrity

Environmental Impact Assessment: adetailed
assessmentf a particuladevelopmentanditsimpactuponthe
envionmentof the suroundingarea.

Environment Report: reportdescribinga Stiategic
EnvionmentalAssessment

Fauna and Fora: animalsandplants

Geomorphology: the studyof landbrms(in thiscasethe
coastline)includingtheiroriginandewlution,andthe
processeghatshapethem.

Habitat: the envionmentin whicha speciedives at anystage
initslife cycle.

Intertidal: the area of coastbetweenthe meanhighwater
lewel andthe meanlow waterle\el.

Land Claim: the processof creatingdry land,for agricultue
or dewelopmentfrom marineusuallyintertidalareas.
Mariculture: aquacultug practisedin marineenvionments.

Marine Renewables: waw andtidalpowertechnologies.
Marine Spatial Planning: strategic,forwad-looking
planningfor regulatingmanagingand protectingthe marine
envionment.

Mitigation: measuesto awid, reduceor offsetpredicted
adwerseenvionmentalmplications.

Modal shift: a changein the proportionof journeysausing
differentmodesof transport.

Natura Site: sitesthatrepresentareasof the highestvaluefor
natual habitatsand speciesof plantsand animalghatare rare,
endangeed or vulneablein the EunpeanCommunity
Precautionary Approach: the adoptionof precautionary
measues with respectto an activitythatraisesthreatsof harm
to humanhealthor the envionmentewven if somecauseand
efectrelationshipare not fullyestablishedcientifically
Pressure-sensitivity Measure or Indicator: ameasue
thatindicateghe sensitivityf an envionmentafeatue (e.g.a
habitat,speciesor group of species)o envionmentaktresses
or pressues arisingfrom humanactivitieor natual processes.
Seabed Morphology: the formof the seabedwhichis
determinedy underlyinggeomorphologgndthe natue and
depthof overlyingsediments.

Seascape: the coastalandscapeandadjoiningareasof open
water includingviewsfromlandto sea,from seato landand
alongthe coastline

Site of Special Scientific Interest: areasof speciainteest
by reasonof theirflora, fauna,geologicabr physiogaphical
featues whichhae beennotifiedunderthe Wildlie and
Countrysideict, 1981.

Status Quo: the currentsituationor setof conditions
Strategic Environmental Assessment: the processof
assessingoliciesplansand progammegratherthanindividual
projects)for theirenvionmentalmpacts.

Subtidal: seabedareafromthe lowtidelineto the seawad
edgeof the continentaslope.

Sustainable Development: dewlopmenthatmeetstoday’s
needswithoutcompomisingthe abilityof future geneationsto
meettheirown needs.

Water Framework Directive: EC Directive whichrequies
memberstatesto achiee good ecologicabtatusof surfice
waters,includingtransitionahnd coastawaterbodies.
Wireweed: fastgrowingseaweed Sagassummuticum)
thatcompeteswith native speciessuchas seagassesand

is consideed a nuisancein harbourspeachesand
shallowwaters.
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